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tha Baltic Republics into the Soviet Union.

or # 6 : The first steps of the Sviet government to conguer the Baltic

spublics andincorporate tham into the USSR were teken right after the
copolusion of the treatiss between Gemmany and Rugsia delimimating their
repsective spheres of influence 123 August axd 28 September 1939). The
Soviet government proceeded gradually’ in this in Srder to lend a cleek of
lelgality to its actions. Estonia had to sign'a pact cf mutusl non-aggression
ld assistance with the Soviet govermment in September 1939 and‘at that

i had to give certain bases in its territery to Soviet Rugsia. 4 similer
priodedurd #ms latersidapted with Lithuanis and Latvia. The concessior of

ich bases was always cormected with the stationing of Rugsim troops at . =
tHose places. Unable to expect help from snybody, the Baltic. states had to
er}dure these abttacks on_ their sovereignty whether, they liked them or note .
Tie Baltic governments Hoped to aveld a worse fate by being subservient to

¢ Soviat Governmente
Similar proposels were made to Firland; btut Finland rafused to accept
em; the war and Finland's defest resulted., This seemed to confirm the
dom of the course of the Baltic govermments. : ! E

proved F ' B C
t the Soviet govermment had decided right

'’ Laterdavelomments mpmzkdmid tha
fram the start to incorporate the Baltic states into the Soviet Union. ‘The

pacts of non-aggressim and assistance were nothing tut the preparatory
ges on the road towards that aim; they served the Soviet govermment

[
sta A
by lending a oleak of legality to its actions, :

. After the Soviet goverrment had océupied the bases(Liepaja, Tallinin,

otc.) and brought largs comtingents of trdops into the Baltic republics,

T1it prowoked incidents following a definite scheme. Thege incidents were -

i taker a3 & pretext for agcusing the govermments of the Baltic states of . -

? having broken the treatfea: and lal'ger contingents of troops were brought

§ in for "sequrity™ reasons. . Soon afterwards the governments of the) Baltio
states were overthrown one after the other with the aid of red bayonsts .
and wore replaced by new governments formed with the active help of Russian

emissaries(Vyshinsky, etde). These governments consisted of persons
ples.
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| controlled.by Bussians and forced the Soviet system on their peo
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s Have az.:ytvspaoial cteps been undertaken to incorporate -
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_It wag only onme stap from t’aare to the acceptance by the Soviet Union of

the requests of" ibhesa young Soviet states to be incorporatad into the *

‘Union of Socialist Soviet Republic®e This action was. celebrated as an '

expression of t.ho fres will oi‘ ths Baltic peoples. . . j )
|

In order tn prevent sny rasistence right from the start, | the Soviet !
govermment initiated mes arrests and departations of former. sﬂ\‘rernmmt i‘ I
| >

i
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of ficial s and other representatives of the former leading circ.us{officers,
politicians, intallectuals, business leaders, ete.) irmediately after the
formation.of the new Baltic povernments. After the incorporation of the
Baltic states into the Soviet Union these arrests cortinued on an increased
scele. The victima amounted- to . several tens of thmsands. After a short -
interruption the arrests and deportations get in with: new vigor jus"’ bafora
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~ the Gaman imsion in 1941, - . !
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| Duri.ng ths courss of the war with Cemazg" the Baltie atates wore _
torporarily lost to the Soviet Union. This loss was considered by the Soviet!

goverment to be no differemt from the tamporary sbandormemt of Bussian and’
The Baltic states were conaiderad to be an inseparabla

Ukrainian territory.
md integral part.of .the USSR because their peoples had expressed thelr will
to become part of the Soviat Union in a "free eleatian in 1940, L

There is a provision in the Soviet consi:ituhon to the effect that any

Union republioc has the right to seceds from the Unjon if it s desires. A i )
realization of such a desire is of ‘course entirely unthinkable, An;r gynptmﬂ lﬂ R

of such an intention would be surpressed immediately' by the NEW..

From_ the standpeint of pcnrer politics and econow the possess:.‘.on nf

. the Baltic states is én absolute necessity for the Soviet .Unim. Without
Patar the Great

them access to the Balfic Ssa would be closed to the USSR.
did not fight-in vain a bloody war which lagsted 21 yeara at the beginning

o’i’*ﬁza sighteenth century tp conquer the Ba].'bio states, Liepajn is the onlyf

icesfree, harbor the Soyiet Union possesges on the Baltic Sess (Noto 3+ = . -
The Soviet Unkon will thererorq g

* Foenigsberg was only reoently “acquired),
* pever: abendon its position in" the Baltic states and will be willing to

!
défend it with all the means at its disposale. e el
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